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Executive Summary 
 
On November 7, 2007, the Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare (MHLW) proposed the 
designation of Magnesium Hydroxide as a Food Additive and revision of the compositional 
specifications for the previously designated additive Hypochlorous Acid Water.   MHLW’s 
public comment period closed November 21, 2007.  However, MHLW intends to notify these 
changes to the WTO/SPS Committee, which would be the last chance for public comments to 
be submitted on this subject.  After the WTO comment period closes, the Pharmaceutical 
Affairs and Food Sanitation Council will meet and the conclusions of the session will then be 
submitted in a report to MHLW, constituting the final decision.  
 
If you have comments you would like to be considered for inclusion in the officials U.S. 
Government comments to MHLW, please send them to the Agricultural Affairs Office of the 
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo at agtokyo@usda.gov. 
 
Comments can also be sent directly to MHLW at: 
 
 Standards and Evaluation Division, Department of Food Safety 
 Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
 Ministry of Health, Labor, and Welfare 
 
 1-2-2, Chiyoda-ku, Kasumigaseki, Tokyo, 100-8916 
 Tel:  (03) 5253-1111, extension 2444, 2453 
 Fax: (03) 3501-4868 

 
Ms. M. ISOZAKI (isozaki-makiko@mhlw.go.jp) 
Mr. M. OYAMADA (oyamada-mitsutaka@mhlw.go.jp) 
Mr. K. URA (ura-katsuakig@mhlw.go.jp) 
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Designation of Magnesium Hydroxide as a Food Additive and Revision of 
Compositional Specifications for Hypochlorous Acid Water 
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